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creating social centers, in establishing adequate systems of public 
recreation, and generally in making city life healthy, safe, in- 
teresting, and uplifting. 

His treatment of the fiscal problems of the American city is 
not so satisfactory. He instances the ends that can be best 
served by municipal disbursements, but he almost entirely ignores 
the channels through which the money to be disbursed must come. 
This was probably a gracious omission, for practically the only 
progress made by cities in this particular has been a simple in- 
crease in the former tax rates. His work would have been more 
complete if he had touched ever so slightly upon the credit system 
of the American municipalities. The enormous outstanding 
bonded indebtedness of American cities should inspire the historian 
of municipal progress to give it more than scant notice. 

The author is firmly committed to municipal ownership. "There 
can be no municipal efficiency while public utilities are in private 
hands." He summarizes the experiences of American cities in the 
following sentence : "Municipal ownership succeeds wherever it is 
not opposed by the business men and by the press." And he 
gives more content to the term "municipal ownership" than is 
ordinarily associated with it. 

In reading the volume one experiences the sensation of glancing 
through the note-books of an open-eyed, well-travelled, many- 
minded, witty observer. Pithy sentences relieve the encyclopedic 
strain. Unfortunately it is a book which will have to be re- 
written every decade, for the very progress which it chronicles 
must yield in time to a more overshadowing progress. 

D. Hiden Ramsey. 
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